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FOREWORD 


These  “Talking  Points”  have 
been  provided  for  PASTORS 
ONLY.  A  limited  edition  has 
been  printed;  copies  for  general 
circulation  are  not  available. 

The  purpose  of  this  compila¬ 
tion  is  to  enable  you  to  bring  the 
needs,  t Humph s  and  opportunities 
of  Methodism’s  World-Parish  to 
the  attention  of  your  people. 

A  vital  message,  based  on  the 
contents  of  “Talking  Points,”  will 
quicken  the  devotion  and  enlarge 
the  giving  of  any  church  in  Meth¬ 
odism. 

You  will  note  the  fact  that,  not 
in  one  land  alone  but  everywhere, 
the  Church  is  confronted  with  un¬ 
precedented  opportunity. 

Read  the  letter  on  the  next  page 
and  tlie  questions  on  the  last  page. 
They  are  important.  Take  time 
to  do  it  now. 


THE  COMMISSION 


IT  IS  THE  DUTY  OF  EVERY 
METHODIST 

TO  KNOW 

the  facts  of  an  awakened  world 
and  the  onward  march  of  the  con¬ 
quering  Christ. 

TO  GROW 

in  purpose,  in  passion,  in  perspec¬ 
tive  and  in  prayer,  as  we  behold 
the  expansion  of  the  King’s  Fron¬ 
tiers. 

TO  GLOW 

with  gladness  as  we  give  life,  love, 
labor,  and  legacy,  and  thus  be¬ 
come  the  people  of  “the  burning 
heart/’ 

TO  GO 

in  purse  or  in  person,  individually 
or  representatively  “into  aU  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature,”  until  “the  King¬ 
doms  of  this  world  shall  become 
the  Kingdom  of  our  God  and  of 
His  Christ.” 


The  trend  of  the  Korean  people  is 
toward  evangelical  Christianity.  There 
are  307  foreign  missionaries  and  3,311 
native  assistants  of  all  denominations. 
Methodism’s  parish  comprises  3,000,000 
people. 

There  has  been  an  average  of  nearly 
one  convert  an  hour  for  every  hour  of 
the  day  and  night  since  the  first  mis¬ 
sionary  went  among  the  Korean  people. 

During  the  three  years,  1910  to  1912 
inclusive,  the  Koreans  purchased  1,430,- 
491  copies  of  the  Bible  in  whole  or  in 
part.  The  circulation  of  the  Bible  with 
that  of  other  Christian  literature  is 
greater  than  the  combined  circulation  of 
all  other  literature  issued  in  the  Korean 
tongue.  It  is  a  Bible-saturated  church. 

The  Korean  Church  is  a  tithing 
church;  the  members  not  only  tithe  their 
income,  but  also  their  time,  giving  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  days’  service  each  year 
to  the  work  of  spreading  the  gospel 
message  among  their  fellow  Koreans. 

Personal  evangelism  is  predominant  in 
Korea.  For  this  work  the  Christians  of 
one  mission  station  pledged  10,000  days 
of  service.  The  total  number  of  days 
pledged  by  Korean  Christians  for  per¬ 
sonal  work  was  equal  to  the  continuous 
service  of  one  man  for  three  hundred 
years. 

There  is  a  Theological  Seminary  con¬ 
ducted  conjointly  with  the  Southern 
Methodist  Church  at  Seoul  with  102  stu¬ 
dents  enrolled.  There  are  two  collegiate 
institutions,  and  four  hospitals. 

Korea’s  chief  needs  are  an  increase  in 
its  regular  appropriation  of  $10,000; 
buildings  and  dormitories  for  its  edu¬ 
cational  institutions  and  a  new  hospital, 
to  cost  $10,000,  at  Kongju. 


KOREA 


The  population  is  13,000,000,  and  the 
area  92,000  square  miles. 

Animism,  Confucianism  and  Buddhism 
were  the  three  religions  previous  to  the 
coming  of  Christianity. 

Korea  is  a  nation  of  common  folk. 
Twelve-thirteenths  of  the  population  are 
of  the  low  class  or  common  people. 
They  have  been  held  in  a  state  of  peon¬ 
age  to  the  higher  classes.  Until  recent 
times  probably  300,000  were  in  actual 
slavery. 

Plural  marital  relations  and  con¬ 
cubinage  render  a  clean,  chaste  home  life 
impossible.  The  age  for  marriage  was 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  years,  and  for  a 
girl  to  be  unmarried  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  was  regarded  as  a  matter  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  scandal. 

Christianity  is  introducing  such  new 
words  as  “sacrifice,”  “duty,”  “spiritual¬ 
ity”  and  giving  new  significance  to  words 
like  “sincerity,”  “truth”  and  “chastity.” 

The  total  Christian  population  is  esti¬ 


mated  as  follows: 

Evangelical  Christians  . 300,000 

Roman  Catholics  . 100,000 


The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  re¬ 
ports  20,370  members  and  probationers 
and  an  additional  17,652  seekers,  making 
a  total  membership  of  over  40,000. 

There  are  in  our  Sunday  Schools,  24,- 
831.  The  Korean  Methodist  Church 
raised  last  year  for  self-support  over 
$25,000.  There  are  186  Mission  Schools 
with  6,035  pupils  in  attendance. 


We  are  training  a  native  ministry  in 
our  Theological  School  in  Tokyo.  In  the 
Aoyama  College  and  Academy,  Tokyo, 
and  Chinzei  Academy,  Nagasaki,  more 
than  a  thousand  young  men  of  Japan 
are  under  Christian  teaching. 

Our  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Tokyo  is  the  central  depot  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Literature  of  Japan.  We  are  the 
sole  publishers  and  distributors  -for  the 
output  of  the  new  Christian  Literature 
Society,  representing  the  Federated  Mis¬ 
sions  of  Japan. 

The  high  tide  of  opportunity  in  Japan 
is  with  us  at  this  hour.  The  attitude  of 
the  Government  has  been  changed  from 
indifference  to  favor  in  recent  months. 

Count  Okuma,  the  new  Premier  of 
Japan,  delivered  the  baccalaureate  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  Commencement  Exercises  of 
our  Academy,  College  and  Theological 
School  in  Tokyo  in  March,  1914. 

Japan’s  present  influence  over  East¬ 
ern  Asia  is  a  mighty  summons  for  us  to 
hasten  with  the  message. 

John  R.  Mott  found  last  year  a  rela¬ 
tively  greater  proportion  of  seekers 
among  Japanese  students  than  in  any 
group  of  students  he  had  ever  addressed. 

A  three-year  National  Evangelistic 
Campaign  was  launched  in  March,  1914. 
It  covers  the  whole  Empire  and  is  par¬ 
ticipated  in  by  all  the  Protestant  Mis¬ 
sions.  Never  before  has  Japan  seen  so 
great  a  forward  movement  in  Christian 
effort  as  in  the  present  year. 

Japan  is  ripe  unto  harvest.  The  of¬ 
ficials  are  more  than  friendly.  The  news¬ 
papers  are  cordial.  Churches  and  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  are  well  attended.  Young 
people  and  men  are  organizing  for  ag¬ 
gressive  work.  Now  is  the  time  to  both 
sow  and  reap  in  this  fertile  field. 


JAPAN 


A. 


Japan’s  population  is  52,000,000;  the 
area  174,000  square  miles.  Tokyo,  the 
capital,  has  over  2,000,000  population. 

Elementary  education  is  compulsory. 
The  schools  have  all  the  grades  to  the 
University. 

Japan  is  far  from  being  a  Christian 
nation.  Forty  millions  of  the  people  have 
not  been  reached  with  the  Gospel. 

Materialism  is  rampant.  Four  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  of  the  five  thousand 
students  in  the  Imperial  University  at 
Tokyo  declare  themselves  to  be  atheists 
or  agnostics. 

The  Christian  population  is  as  fol¬ 


lows  : 

Protestant  Christians  .  90,469 

Roman  Catholic  Christians .  66,689 

Russian  Orthodox  Christians .  32,246 


Total  Christians  . 189,404 

Methodist  Members  .  14,356 

Methodist  S.  S.  Scholars .  24,326 


The  work  in  Japan  was  begun  on 
the  arrival  of  Rev.  Robert  S.  Maclay, 
D.D.,  June  11,  1873. 

In  1907  the  Japan  Methodist  Church 
was  organized,  comprising  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South,  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Canada. 

The  organization  of  the  Japan  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  does  not  affect  our  educa¬ 
tional  or  publishing  interests.  Nor  does 
it  lessen  the  need  of  our  most  generous 
support.  There  is  constant  need  of  ad¬ 
ditional  missionaries,  and  the  expansion 
of  the  work  must,  for  many  years,  be 
financed  by  the  home  church. 


The  Governor  of  Manchuria  erected 
for  Mr.  Mott  a  pavilion  seating  2,000. 
After  the  meeting  he  said — “You  can 
hold  your  Bible  classes  in  any  of  the 
Government  Colleges  in  my  Province.” 

President  Yuan  Shih  Kai  said  to  Mr. 
Mott  when  in  China  recently — “I  want 
you  to  stay  in  China  and  visit  not  only 
the  great  cities,  but  the  smaller  cities 
and  towns.  Wherever  there  are  school 
boys,  I  want  you  to  address  them,  and 
this  is  my  reason  for  the  request.  “Con¬ 
fucianism  teaches  us  the  truth,  but  you 
are  telling  of  the  power  that  enables  a 
man  to  live  the  truth.” 

The  main  pavilion  of  the  new  hospital 
at  Taianfu,  for  which  a  special  gift  of 
$5,000  has  been  pledged,  is  now  to  be 
built.  The  flourishing  school  for  boys  will 
be  driven  to  another  part  of  the  Com¬ 
pound  and  a  new  building  for  the  school 
is  imperative.  This  is  some  one’s  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  $13,000  investment. 

A  special  gift  of  $10,000  from  two 
brothers  whose  name  is  honored  in  all 
Methodism,  will  place  in  Hinghwa  a 
memorial  church  in  honor  of  their  father. 

The  educational  policy  for  the  Kiangsi 
Mission  Conference  is  taking  definite 
form.  The  William  Nast  College  at  Kiu- 
kiang  is  to  be  main^tained  with  no  lower¬ 
ing  of  present  standards  or  support.  A 
new  and  larger  base  will  be  established 
at  Nanchang — a  city  of  a  million  people 
— and  already  some  funds  are  in  hand 
toward  the  $50,000  program  outlined. 

The  missionaries  returning  to  Hinghwa 
after  enforced  absence  for  ten  months 
find  deep  and  widespread  religious  inter¬ 
est  and  in  the  city  and  adjacent  country 
evangelistic  opportunities  beyond  all  pre¬ 
cedent. 


CHINA— II 


One  writes  —  “Our  great  Methodist 
Church  is  surely  in  jest  when  $340  is 
appropriated  for  the  evangelization  of 
my  seven  great  cities  in  Asia,  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  villages  round  about.” 

A  Chinese  banker  at  Peking  endowed 
— not  a  chair,  nor  a  pulpit — but  a  mes¬ 
senger  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
until  the  millennium. 

An  old  man  came  with  his  sixteen 
sons,  nephews  and  grandsons  to  hear  the 
Gospel  from  Rev.  Jonathan  Verity,  of 
the  Cincinnati  Conference.  They  were 
all  soundly  converted  and  returned  home 
with  hearts  filled  with  peace  and  joy, 
and  hands  filled  with  Bibles  and  Chris¬ 
tian  literature.  They  had  been  spending 
$1,500  a  year  for  wine,  tobacco  and 
gambling;  they  must  not  spend  less  for 
Him  who  redeemed  them  with  His  own 
blood.  They  fitted  up  a  schoolhouse,  and 
opened  a  school  for  boys ;  another  for 
girls,  then  a  church  for  Divine  services, 
and  sent  for  teachers  and  a  preacher. 

A  Confucian,  presiding  at  a  meeting 
addressed  by  Bishop  Bashford,  said  — 
“The  only  hope  for  China  lies  in  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  the  sooner  we  recognize  this 
fact  and  act  upon  it  the  better  for  us 
all.” 

Of  his  last  trip  Dr.  Mott  says  — 
“Wherever  I  went  I  found  in  China  ab¬ 
solutely  wide-open  fields.  Every  time 
we  put  in  the  sickle  we  had  sheaves.  On 
one  occasion  we  had  to  drive  out  the 
rest  of  the  audience  that  the  500  in¬ 
quirers  might  come  forward  and  be  in¬ 
structed.” 


The  North  China  Conference  reports 
an  increase  of  members  and  probationers 
during  the  year  of  7  per  cent.;  Foochow 
14  per  cent.;  Kiangsi  Mission  Conference 
32  per  cent.;  and  the  Central  China  Con¬ 
ference  37  per  cent. 

In  one  District  all  the  temples  have 
been  taken  for  schools  and  other  public 
purposes. 

There  is  at  present  a  marvelous  op¬ 
portunity  to  take  possession  of  village 
schools.  New  China  has  ordered  the 
closing  of  the  old  style  schools.  We  can 
capture  the  primary  schools  in  hundreds 
of  villages.  Whoever  gets  the  schools 
today,  has  the  dominant  influence  in  the 
village  tomorrow. 

One  missionary  writes  —  “A  set  of 
buildings  can  now  be  secured  at  less 
than  half  the  amount  that  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  build  new  ones.  $1,200  would 
make  possible  a  school  for  100  boys.” 

Bishop  Bashford  says — “If  we  must 
take  a  choice  between  your  gifts  and 
your  prayers,  either  to  a  small  extent 
or  to  your  very  utmost — give  us  your 
prayers.” 

The  Foochow  Conference  recently 
pledged  $10,000  of  the  $50,000  required 
for  advance  work  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Conference.  This  will  involve  heroic 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese 
leaders. 

A  Church  that  is  one  of  five  in  an 
Iowa  town  of  2,000  inhabitants  has  just 
spent  $15,000  on  improvements.  That 
sum  would  provide  buildings  for  a  Boys’ 
School,  a  Girls’  School,  and  a  church  in 
each  of  four  cities  with  populations  from 
20,000  to  200,000,  eaeh  now  having  but 
one  church  organization,  and  a  store 
or  residence  as  a  place  of  worship. 


CHINA— I 


The  Chinese  Empire  represents  nearly 
one-half  of  the  non-Christian  world.  Its 
total  population  is  about  430,000,000,  and 
its  area  4,300,000  square  miles. 

Our  China  Mission  was  commenced 
by  the  Rev.  Judson  Dwight  Collins  and 
Rev.  Moses  C.  White,  who  arrived  in 
China,  September  4,  1847. 

The  work  comprises  six  Conferences 
and  approximately  40,000  members  and 
probationers.  There  are  over  15,000  in 
our  educational  institutions,  and  25,000 
Sunday-school  scholars. 

Our  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Shanghai  prints  and  publishes  about  5,- 
000,000  pages  of  literature  annually. 

The  demand  for  the  Scriptures  is  un¬ 
paralleled  in  our  missionary  experience. 
One  layman,  through  the  co-operation  of 
missionaries,  distributed  17,000,000  por¬ 
tions  of  the  Bible  during  the  Revolution. 

In  one  meeting  in  Tientsin  over  500 
students  took  the  pledge  to  join  a  Bible 
class,  study  the  Gospels,  and  if  con¬ 
vinced,  accept  and  obey  the  truth. 

We  are  facing  a  new  day  in  mission 
work  in  West  China.  Christianity  stead¬ 
ily  grows  in  favor  and  in  influence.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  are  respected  and  honored  as 
never  before. 

Four  times  as  large  as  the  world  Paul 
knew,  China  is  more  responsive  to  the 
Gospel  today  than  the  Roman  Empire 
was  in  Paul’s  time.  Schools  are  filled 
and  churches  are  crowded.  The  oldest 
missionaries  declare  that  such  a  day  of 
the  Lord  is  coming  to  China  as  they  had 
scarcely  dared  hope  for. 


The  Methodist  Deaconess  Society  of 
the  North  Germtiny  Conference  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  deaconess  nurse  for  our  work  at 
Oran,  North  Africa.  She  is  a  Syrian  by 
birth  and  a  Turkish  subject.  Arabic  is 
her  native  language.  She  has  had  seven 
years’  experience  in  German  hospitals. 
The  Arabs  have  received  her  with  high 
favor. 

A  Minnesota  church  gave  $135  to  help 
open  a  new  preaching  point  in  a  pagan 
town  in  Liberia,  result — a  Sunday  school 
of  250  scholars;  and  24  young  men  sent 
away  to  our  educational  institutions  for 
larger  preparation. 

Eight  years  ago  in  Southern  Rhodesia 
we  had  no  self-support,  one  out-station, 
four  schools,  277  pupils  and  293  mem¬ 
bers.  Now  we  have  $6,000  self-support, 
56  out-stations,  54  schools,  3,876  pupils, 
and  3,092  members. 

A  large  section  of  Portuguese  East 
Africa  adjoining  that  already  occupied 
by  our  Mission,  covering  6,000  square 
miles,  and  having  a  great  population,  has 
been  conceded  to  us  by  the  General  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  of  South  Africa.  It 
is  wholly  unoccoupied  by  Evangelical 
Missions.  Ten  thousand  dollars  would 
enable  us  to  make  a  strong  beginning. 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  procession  of  150 
Mohammedans  passed  our  Mission  Sta¬ 
tion  at  Inhambane,  South  Africa.  When 
will  the  Church  be  aroused  to  this  mighty 
peril  .5^ 

The  German  East  Africa  railway  is 
now  in  operation  from  Dar-es-Salaam 
on  the  East  coast  to  Ujiji  on  Lake  Tan¬ 
ganyika.  The  Cape-to-Cairo  railway  is 
constructed  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  this  point.  The  Benguela  railway  is 
being  extended  toward  Kambove. 


AFRICA— II 


Dr.  Springer  writes:  “Polyglot  crowds 
greet  us  everywhere.  In  six  services  on 
one  Sunday  we  counted  thirty-five  differ¬ 
ent  tribes.  These  natives  will  eventually 
scatter  to  all  parts  of  Central  Africa, 
telling  the  tilings  they  have  seen  and 
heard.  A  great  day  for  the  Church  is 
at  hand.” 

There  are  three  distinctive  tides  of  Is¬ 
lamic  invasion:  southward  from  the  Up¬ 
per  Nile;  westward  from  Zanzibar  into 
the  Congo,  and  throughout  the  Niger 
Basin.  Our  Lunda  Mission,  in  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo,  is  in  its  line  of  advance. 
The  Mohammedans  have  already  reached 
Liberia  and  are  pressing  their  claim  with 
the  utmost  diligence  and  zeal. 

Thirty-three  pre  cent,  of  Africa’s  en¬ 
tire  population  is  Mohammedan.  North 
of  twenty  degrees  latitude  it  is  ninety- 
one  per  cent.  There  are  over  4,000,000 
Mohammedans  south  of  the  equator,  and 
2,000,000  in  the  Congo  Free  State. 

The  Mission  in  North  Africa  was  be¬ 
gun  by  Bishop  Hartzell  in  1908.  In  1913 
the  work  was  organized  into  the  North 
Africa  Mission  Conference.  Its  constit¬ 
uency  includes  not  only  Moslems,  but  al¬ 
so  French,  Spanish  and  Italian  people. 

Dr.  Zwemer  says:  “Islam  is  conquer¬ 
ing,  and  nothing  can  stay  its  onward 
march,  or  redeem  Africa  from  its  menace 
but  the  carrying  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
at  once  into  every  part  of  the  unoccupied 
fields.” 

Bishop  Scott  baptized  310  persons  on 
a  recent  Sunday  morning  at  Sasstown.  A 
new  day  has  dawned  for  Liberia. 


Major  Norton  de  Matos,  Governor- 
General  of  Angola,  and  his  wife,  are  tak¬ 
ing  an  active  interest  in  our  work.  They 
attended  the  Conference  session  for  four 
days ;  studied  our  work  and  expressed 
their  surprise  and  gratification  at  the. 
success  achieved. 

The  William  Taylor  Memorial  Church 
is  being  erected  in  the  center  of  our 
fine  mission  park  at  St.  Paul  de  Loanda. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Withey  has  completed  the 
translation  of  the  New  Testament  in  the 
Kimbundu  language.  It  is  the  fruitage 
of  twenty-eight  years  of  study  and  labor. 

The  translation  of  a  Kimbundu  ver¬ 
sion  of  “Pilgrim’s  Progress,”  illustrated 
with  good  pictures,  is  under  considera¬ 
tion. 

The  Mission  Press  in  Angola  has  re¬ 
ceived  an  endowment  of  $40,000  and  will 
be  established  with  new  buildings  at 
Malange,  nearer  the  interior. 

A  line  of  stations  should  be  extended 
through  Angola  to  connect  with  our 
Lunda  Mission  on  the  Cape-to-Cairo  rail¬ 
road.  The  railroads  from  both  coasts 
are  heading  in  that  direction. 

A  physician  in  the  United  States  sold 
a  farm  and  gave  the  proceeds  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  Bible  Training  School,  under  Rev. 
J.  M.  Springer,  at  Kambove,  among  the 
Lunda  people. 

The  construction  camps  and  mines  at 
Kambove  employ  thousands  of  natives, 
the  majority  of  whom  have  never  seen 
or  heard  a  missionary  in  their  lives. 
Books,  Testaments,  Bibles  and  other  lit¬ 
erature  in  a  half-dozen  languages  are  in 
great  demand  by  those  who  can  read. 
The  Katanga  bookstore,  the  youngest  of 
our  book  concerns,  was  started  with  a 
capital  of  $10  contributed  by  a  Jew. 


AFRICA— 1 


Africa  has  a  population  of  about  170,- 
■000,000,  There  are  843  languages  and 
dialects  spoken  in  Africa.  Its  area,  11,- 
500,000  square  miles,  is  equal  to  that  of 
Europe,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales,  United 
States,  India,  China,  Philippines  and 
Porto  Rico  combined. 

The  allocation  of  Africa  brings  al¬ 
most  every  part  of  it  under  some  Chris¬ 
tian  flag.  With  the  exception  of  the  Sul¬ 
tanate  of  Morocco,  the  Kingdom  of 
Abyssinia,  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
the  African  continent  is  divided,  polit¬ 
ically,  among  European  powers. 

There  are  in  Africa  at  least  70,000,000 
people  wholly  untouched  by  missionary 
effort  of  the  Protestant  Churches.  There 
are  50,000,000  in  one  well-defined  area. 

Liberia  was  the  first  Mission  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  begun  by 
Rev.  Melville  B.  Cox,  March,  1833. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
now  work  in  Africa  as  follows:  On  the 
West  Coast — Liberia,  Angola  and  the 
Madeira  Islands.  On  the  East  Coast — 
Portuguese  East  Africa.  In  Central 
Africa — Rhodesia  and  the  Belgian  Con¬ 
go.  In  North  Africa — Morocco,  Algeria, 
Tunisia  and  Tripoli. 

In  the  sixteen  years,  from  1896  to  1912, 
the  following  increases  have  been 
achieved:  Members  and  probationers, 

175  per  cent;  Sunday-school  scholars,  315 
per  cent.;  property  valuation,  461  per 
cent. 

The  contrast  between  the  attitude  of 
the  present  Portuguese  Republic  and  that 
of  the  Monarchy  is  greatly  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  Protestant  Christian  work. 


In  addition  to  the  task  of  preaching, 
our  Foreign  Missions  must  maintain  all 
the  activities  which  characterize  our 
home  field.  Schools,  colleges,  hospitals, 
orphanages  and  churches  must  be  erected 
and  maintained,  a  Christian  literature 
created,  and  provision  made  for  retired 
missionaries. 

Our  missionaries  face  all  the  problems 
of  the  homeland;  poverty,  ignorance,  in¬ 
dustrial  strife,  social  upheaval,  immi¬ 
gration,  foreign  tongues  and  customs, 
intemperance  and  vice,  but  magnified 
many  fold. 

At  home  we  fight  our  battles  from 
the  vantage  ground  of  organized  Chris¬ 
tianity,  with  a  minister  for  about  every 
500  people.  Yonder  we  face  an  en¬ 
trenched  paganism,  with  one  missionary 
to  every  200,000  of  the  population. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
responsible  for  the  evangelization  of  150,- 
000,000  of  the  1,000,000,000  of  the  non- 
Christian  world,  or  nearly  one-seventh. 

The  combined  missionary  force  of  the 
Board  and  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  numbers  about  1,200,  in¬ 
cluding  the  wives  of  the  missionaries.  If 
each  missionary  can  evangelize  25,000 
souls  we  shall  still  need  4,800  more  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  meet  our  responsibility,  or 
five  times  the  present  force. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Board,  includ¬ 
ing  their  wives,  number  800,  or  about  one 
for  every  twenty  Methodist  pastors  at 
home. 

The  withholding  of  missionary  contri¬ 
butions  in  the  treasuries  of  the  local 
churches  necessitates  the  borrowing  of 
money,  sometimes  aggregating  $500,000, 
on  which  interest  must  be  paid. 


THE  BOARD 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  organized 
January  1,  1907,  is  the  successor  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  organized  in  1819, 
which  comprised  both  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions. 

Its  affairs  are  directed  by  a  Board  of 
Managers  comprising  the  general  super¬ 
intendents,  the  missionary  bishops, 
thirty-two  ministers  and  thirty-two  lay¬ 
men;  with  meetings  held  monthly  in  New 
York. 

Our  Missions  in  non-Christian  lands  are 
those  in  Africa,  China,  Japan,  Korea, 
India  and  Malaysia.  In  Roman  Catholic 
lands:  South  America,  Mexico,  Italy, 
France,  the  Philippines  and  Madeira.  In 
Greek  Church  lands:  Bulgaria  and 
Russia.  The  Methodist  Churches  organ¬ 
ized  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  Austria- 
Hungary,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark 
and  Finland  also  receive  assistance. 

In  the  year  ending  October  31,  1913, 
the  receipts  of  the  Board  were  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

From  regular  sources  . $1,157,469.40 

From  Special  Gifts  .  325,058,78 


Total  Receipts  . $1,482,528.18 

Ordinarily  the  Missionary  Dollar  is 


divided  as  follows:  Cents 

1.  The  Foreign  Fields  . 92.5 

2.  Literature,  Publicity,  Collection.  4.4 

3.  Executive  Administration  .  3.1 


Administrative  expenses  in  the  business 
M’^orld  usually  range  between  twelve  and 
twenty  per  cent. 


PERSONAL 


■  I  1^— I— — — — — — ^ 

TO  THE  PASTORS  OF  THE  METH¬ 
ODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH: 

From  the  beginning  the  Meth¬ 
odist  preacher  has  been  the  chief 
agency  in  the  promotion  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions.  He  has  instructed 
and  inspired  the  Church;  called 
the  people  to  prayer  and  conse¬ 
cration  ;  solicited,  collected,  and 
transmitted  the  funds  for  the 
bringing  of  the  world  to  Christ. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  for  your  co-operation 
in  the  past.  We  appreciate  your 
difficulties,  and  trust  that  these 
“Talking  Points”  may  help  you. 

There  is  yet  time  for  advance. 
The  fiscal  year  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  closes  October 
31st.  The  amount  raised  this  year 
will  determine  the  sum  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  for  next  year’s  work. 
We  hope  that  you  may  lead  your 
people  this  year  to  EXCEED 
ALL  PAST  RECORDS  in  contri¬ 
butions  to  Foreign  Missions. 

The  800  missionaries  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  are 
asking  the  16,000  Pastors  of  our 


American  Methodism  to  give  them 
an  adequate  chance  in  this 
mightiest  day  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ. 

We  trust  that  your  Charge  has 
adopted  the  New  Financial  Plan, 
which  ‘‘Plan”  the  Board  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions  is  most  cordially 
supporting.  Just  a  word  of  coun¬ 
sel.  Our  peril  lies  in  placing 
undue  confidence  in  a  method. 
There  must  be  the  MESSAGE,  as 
well  as  the  method.  No  plan  has 
yet  been  devised  that  can  dispense 
with  the  inspiring  leadership  of 
the  Pastor.  ‘‘Back  of  the  plan 
must  be  the  man,  and  back  of  the 
man  a  prayer- wrought  purpose.” 

We  shall  be  glad  to  provide  ad¬ 
ditional  information  for  your  per¬ 
sonal  use  and  to  enter  into  fur¬ 
ther  correspondence  with  you. 
Again  thanking  you,  we  are. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Co  y  res  ton  d  ins  Seer  eta  ries 


Not  long  ago  a  petition  came  from 
more  than  1,600  people  in  one  neighbor¬ 
hood  who  desire  to  become  Christians  and 
are  ready  to  meet  the  requirements,  tear¬ 
ing  down  all  shrines,  destroying  heathen 
symbols  and  publicly  accepting  Christ. 

One  man  walked  twenty  miles  to  bring 
a  similar  request  from  1,300  people  in 
another  neighborhood. 

A  month  is  set  apart  every  year  for 
evangelistic  services  throughout  all  our 
India  Missions.  A  favorite  prayer  at 
such  times  is  “O  Lord,  send  a  revival, 
and  begin  in  me,  for  Jesus’  sake.” 

The  Delhi  District  reports — “There 
has  been  an  increase  this  year  of  more 
than  1,500  per  cent,  in  applications  for 
baptism,  over  400  per  cent,  in  persons 
actually  baptized,  more  than  800  per 
cent,  in  self-support,  and  the  progress  in 
spiritual  life  is  gratifying  beyond  ex¬ 
pression.” 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Delhi  Dis¬ 
trict  further  says — “Last  week,  on  the 
strength  of  the  $200  you  sent  me,  I 
baptized  718  people  in  five  days.  On 
Sunday  night,  I  baptized  155  people  and 
saw  eight  heathen  altars  destroyed.  At 
present  I  have  more  than  8,000  appli¬ 
cants  for  baptism.” 

In  order  to  care  for  the  above  8,000 
applicants  there  is  needed  a  church 
building,  a  missionary  residence,  a  boys’ 
schoolhouse  with  dormitories,  support  for 
eight  native  preachers  at  $60  a  year 
each,  and  for  twenty  at  $50  each. 

We  shall  never  have  an  adequate  per¬ 
sonification  of  St.  John’s  Gospel  of  love 
and  devotion  until  India,  “the  burning 
heart  of  Asia,”  the  land  of  religion,  is 
brought  to  Jesus  Christ. 


INDIA— II 


Six  years  ago  when  work  was  begun 
on  Tirhoot  District  the  people  would 
close  their  doors  or  flee  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  a  missionary.  Now  we  have 
4,000  Christians  and  10,000  clamoring  to 
be  baptized  and  received  into  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community,  with  thousands  more  of 
the  same  caste  coming  toward  Christ. 
The  District  has  a  population  of  twenty- 
five  million  souls. 

In  the  Northwest  India  Conference, 
with  113,000  Christians,  when  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  missionaries  and  educational 
expenses  are  deducted,  the  cost  through 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  only 
4  cents  per  Christian,  per  annum. 

A  careful  observer  has  described  our 
Indian  revival  as  “the  greatest  continual 
revival  movement  Methodism  has  ever 
seen.”  Our  Mission  alone  has  had  'over 
200,000  baptisms  during  the  past  eight 
years. 

Bishop  Warne  says  “If  for  the  next 
ten  years  you  will  double  our  appro¬ 
priation  we  will  have,  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  one  million  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  within  the 
bounds  of  one  Conference  alone.” 

Bishop  Thoburn  says  “If  Methodism 
will  do  her  full  duty  in  this  hour  of 
opportunity  we  shall  have  in  India  10,- 
000,000  Methodist  members  at  the  end  of 
ten  years.” 

A  large  number  of  laymen  voluntarily 
give  several  days  a  month  to  preaching 
the  Gospel  in  villages  where  it  has  never 
before  been  proclaimed. 


The  Rangoon  Boys’  High  School  in 
Burma  has  an  enrollment  of  over  750. 
It  could  easily  have  1,000  pupils  if  it 
had  the  room.  The  Bible  is  a  daily  text¬ 
book. 

Converts  from  over  seventy  higher 
castes  are  found  within  our  Mission. 

There  are  several  million  more 
Mohammedans  in  India  than  in  any 
other  country.  Our  Mission  is  having 
converts  from  among  them  in  ever-in- 
creasing  numbers.  Over  1,000  are  al¬ 
ready  in  Methodist  fellowship.  Several 
of  these  are  among  our  foremost 
preachers. 

After  the  first  40  years’  work  we  had 
69,800  of  a  Christian  community.  But 
during  1913  and  1913  we  baptized  70,- 
000,  or  more  than  in  the  first  40  years. 

The  Christian  life  is  reaching  not  only 
the  higher  castes  but  is  touching  with 
resurrection  power  the  silent  millions 
who  live  in  India’s  nearly  800,000 
villages. 

There  are  100,000  people  now  calling 
for  baptism  at  our  hands  whom  we  can 
not  receive  because  we  lack  the  means 
to  teach  and  shepherd  them. 

We  had  3,000  baptisms  in  Moradabad 
during  1913  and  we  are  expecting  a 
break  of  a  magnitude  far  beyond  any 
former  experience. 

There  met  recently,  in  one  circuit,  3,- 
000  people  representing  10,000  souls  ask¬ 
ing  for  immediate  baptism  at  our  hands. 

On  one  District  we  have  been  working 
33  years.  We  have  now  11,664  members, 
3,139  of  whom  were  added  to  the  Church 
last  year.  Several  times  this  number 
are  being  kept  back  for  lack  of  men 
and  money  to  care  for  them. 


INDIA— I 


India  has  more  than  three  times  the 
population  of  the  United  States.  Its 
area  is  1,773,088  square  miles. 

Less  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  male 
population  can  read  or  write,  and  less 
than  one  per  cent  of  the  women. 

The  average  income  of  the  people 
amounts  to  less  than  three  cents  a  day 
for  each  man,  woman  and  child.  The 
masses  get  but  one  meal  a  day  made  of 
cheap  grain  or  rice,  and  vegetables. 

It  is  said  that  185  different  languages 
and  dialects  are  spoken  in  India,  of 
which  at  least  35  are  used  by  our  own 
missionaries. 

The  relative  proportion  of  the  religious 
population  is  about  as  follows :  1 

Christian,  8  Spirit  Worshipers,  9  Bud¬ 
dhists,  62  Mohammedans,  and  207 
Hindus. 

India  has  more  gods  and  goddesses 
than  there  are  people  in  the  Empire. 
Not  one  of  these  deities  possesses  such 
an  attribute  as  love  or  mercy,  while 
many  are  obscene  and  cruel  beyond  de¬ 
scription. 

Our  Mission  in  India  was  begun  by 
Rev.  William  Butler,  D.  D.,  who  ar¬ 
rived  in  Calcutta,  September  25,  1856. 

We  have  now  seven  Conferences  with 
181,284  members  and  probationers,  and 
in  addition  98,623  baptized  children. 

Our  4,000  Methodist  Sunday  Schools 
instruct  every  week  160,000  of  India’s 
youth.  The  doors  of  1,630  Day  Schools 
open  to  44,000  of  Southern  Asia’s 
young  people  daily. 


MALAYSIA 


The  territory  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  Malaysia  Conference  covers 
700,000  square  miles  and  has  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  60,000,000  people  of  many 
races.  Our  work  was  begun  there  in 
1885  by  WiUiam  F.  Oldham  who  sub¬ 
sequently  became  missionary  bishop  in 
this  field. 

The  Malaysia  Conference  includes  the 
Straits  Settlements,  the  Malay  Penin¬ 
sula,  French  Indo-China,  Borneo, 
Celebes,  Java,  Sumatra  and  the  adjacent 
islands  (not  including  the  Philippines) 
inhabited  by  the  Malay  race. 

Sumatra  has  an  area  of  167,563  square 
miles  and  a  population  of  over  5,000,000. 
Most  of  the  people  are  of  the  Malayan 
race. 

Borneo  has  a  population  of  2,000,000 
and  contains  about  288,000  square  miles. 
It  is  four  times  the  size  of  Illinois. 

Java  is  about  the  size  of  Ohio,  49,000 
square  miles,  and  has  a  population  of 
thirty-one  millions.  There  are  1,500  miles 
of  railroad  on  the  island. 

Most  of  the  native  peoples  of  Borneo, 
Java,  and  Sumatra  are  Mohammedans. 
In  Java  20,000  Mohammedans  have  be¬ 
come  Christians.  In  North  Central 
Sumatra  100,000  Battaks  have  become 
Christians.  Seventy-five  years  ago  all 
the  natives  were  cannibals. 

The  Chinese  are  pouring  into  the 
Malay  Peninsula  and  adjacent  islands  in 
ever-increasing  numbers.  There  has  de¬ 
veloped  among  them  an  irresistible  de¬ 
mand  for  English  education. 


There  are  about  10,000  young  people 
under  our  instruction  in  Malaysia.  The 
next  step  must  be  the  convergence  of  all 
the  High  Schools  on  a  central  Christian 
College. 

Our  Anglo-Chinese  School  at  Penang 
has  an  average  attendance  of  1,062.  One 
of  the  students.  Go  Guan  Ho,  won  a 
scholarship  in  the  Cambridge  examina¬ 
tions.  Pie  has  gone  to  England  to 
study  law.  He  was  born  in  Confucianism 
and  converted  in  the  Penang  school. 

The  Anglo-Chinese  Boys’  School  at 
Singapore  had  an  average  attendance  of 
1,340  during  the  past  year. 

The  Malaysia  Conference  is  largely 
self-supporting.  Over  $250,000  (Mex) 
was  provided  on  the  field  during  1913 
for  educational  work.  The  appropriation 
from  America  was  but  $23,778  (gold) 
the  major  portion  of  which  was  for  the 
support  of  missionaries. 

On  the  streets  of  Singapore  may  be 
heard  more  than  fifty  languages,  the 
majority  of  which  are  spoken  by  pupils 
in  Methodist  schools.  The  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Singapore  District  holds 
Quarterly  Conferences  in  seven  distinct 
languages. 

The  monotony  of  the  intense,  moist 
heat  every  day  in  the  year  so  wears  upon* 
the  nervous  system  that  few  can  remain 
beyond  five  years  without  serious  risk  of 
permanently  injuring  the  health. 

Bishop  J.  E.  Robinson  reports  recent 
meetings  in  Singapore,  Ipoh  and  Penang 
among  students  and  alumni.  He  re¬ 
gards  it  the  most  fruitful  evangelistic 
campaign  of  his  life.  These  isles  of  the 
sea  are  dead  ripe  unto  harvest. 


PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS 


The  work  was  begun  by  Bishop  J.  M. 
Thoburn  in  1889.  Our  first  missionary, 
Rev.  T.  H.  Martin,  arrived  in  Manila  in 
1900,  the  year  of  Dewey’s  victory  in 
Manila  Bay. 

The  island  of  Luzon,  to  which  our 
work  is  confined,  contains  about  44,400 
square  miles;  a  little  less  than  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  More  than  half  of  this  is  Metho¬ 
dist  territory  containing  our  parish  of 
3,000,000  people. 

Only  American  Missionaries  are  found 
at  work  in  the  Philippines.  Our  31,000 
members  constitute  almost  half  the  en¬ 
tire  Protestant  membership  of  the  isl¬ 
ands. 

In  the  American  schools  established 
throughout  the  islands  the  teachers  are 
forbidden  by  law  to  give  any  religious 
instruction  to  the  pupils. 

Six  hundred  thousand  young  people 
are  studying  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
islands.  To  win  and  train  our  share 
of  these  for  religious  leadership  is  the 
task  of  the  missionaries. 

Our  Boys’  Dormitory  in  Manila, 
situated  close  by  the  University  and  the 
new  Normal  School  with  1,200  students, 
last  year  cared  for  eighty  boys  and 
turned  away  six  hundred.  There  is  need 
of  another  dormitory. 

Protestantism  has  75,000  converts. 
She  might  have  had  750,000  just  as  easily 
with  an  increase  of  missionaries.  No¬ 
where  is  the  message  heard  more  eager¬ 
ly  than  in  these  island  possessions. 


The  fact  that  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent, 
of  children  born  in  the  Philippines  do 
not  reach  the  age  of  one  year  is  an  in¬ 
dication  of  dire  need  for  hospital  and 
medical  work. 

Methodism  has  the  largest  Protestant 
Church  for  Filipinos  in  the  islands — the 
Knox  Memorial  Church  in  Manila,  seat¬ 
ing  1,500  people  and  valued  at  $40,000. 

Bishop  Eveland  recently  rode  on 
horseback  through  three  provinces  that 
for  ten  years  have  stood  open  to 
Protestantism.  Romanism  was  demoral¬ 
ized.  But  report  says  that  the  Catholic 
Bishop  has  received  $200,000  from  the 
United  States  for  repairing  and  rebuild¬ 
ing  his  churches.  The  day  will  come 
when  it  will  require  ten  men  to  do  the 
work  that  can  now  be  wrought  by  one. 

Substantial  churches  are  needed.  The 
Filipinos  are  accustomed  to  the  beauti¬ 
ful  cathedrals  and  the  glamor  and 
display  of  Catholicism.  Insignificant 
chapels  with  dirt  floors,  mouldy  walls 
and  leaky  roofs  suffer  by  comparison. 

A  native  preacher  on  a  salary  of  $6  a 
month  created  a  new  circuit  of  five  con¬ 
gregations,  making  a  total  of  fifteen 
preaching  places  under  his  care.  He 
also  reported  eight  new  chapels  built  or 
building,  and  140  new  members  re¬ 
ceived. 

The  Filipinos  are  an  essentially  relig¬ 
ious  people.  Their  hearts  open  as  nat¬ 
urally  and  beautifully  as  a  rose  opens 
to  the  sunshine  and  the  shower. 

An  appropriation  of  $100,000  a  year 
for  twenty  years  would  thoroughly  estab¬ 
lish  our  work  with  unique  success,  and 
would  bring  our  Mission  within  reason¬ 
able  distance  of  self-support. 


SOUTH  AMERICA— 1 


South  America’s  population  is  40,000,- 
000.  There  are  5,000,000  Indians,  8,000,- 
000  Whites  and  27,000,000  of  mixed 
blood. 

Argentina  with  an  area  of  1,135,000 
square  miles  is  a  third  as  large  as  the 
United  States.  She  ships  more  corn  than 
anv  other  nation  in  the  world,  and  is 
close  to  the  United  States  and  Canada 
in  the  production  of  wheat,  hay,  cattle 
and  sheep. 

About  20,000  immigrants  enter  the 
port  of  Buenos  Ayres  annually.  The 
city  has  a  population  of  1,200,000;  fifty 
per  cent,  being  foreign  born,  mostly 
Italians  and  Spaniards. 

Illiteracy  prevails  about  as  follows — 
Chile,  60  per  cent. ;  Argentina,  50  per 
cent.;  Bolivia,  80  per  cent.  Such  is  the 
record  of  most  Catholic  countries  before 
the  advent  of  Protestantism. 

At  least  half  of  the  men  in  the  South 
American  Republics  have  broken  finally 
with  Rome.  In  Cordoba,  Argentina,  one 
of  the  greatest  strongholds  of  Romanism, 
the  last  census  reports  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  men  “Atheistic.” 

Among  the  five  thousand  students  in 
the  University  of  Buenos  Ayres  only 
four  Protestants  were  found.  Practical¬ 
ly  all  the  others  “care  for  none  of  these 
thing's.” 

Twenty  years  ago.  Rev.  Francisco 
Penzotti,  a  Methodist  preacher,  was  shut 
up  eight  months  in  a  filthy  jail  in  Callao, 
Peru,  for  the  crime  of  preaching  to 
hearers  in  a  private  home. 


Madame  Belen  de  Sarraga  of  Monte¬ 
video  lectured  in  the  large  cities  on 
such  topics  as  —  “The  Romish  Church 
and  Persecution!”  “The  Jesuit  in  His¬ 
tory!”  “The  Jesuit  and  the  State!”  In 
Santiago,  Chile,  the  largest  theater  was 
crowded  night  after  night.  And  a  seat 
cost  $1.50 !  After  the  seventh  lecture 
she  was  escorted  to  her  hotel  by  cheer¬ 
ing  crov/ds  who  shouted — “Down  with 
the  Pope.” 

The  Congress  of  Peru,  on  October  6, 
1913,  granted  liberty  of  public  worship 
by  a  vote  of  sixty-six  to  four. 

The  Chief  Executive  of  the  Republic 
of  Peru  has  issued  a  decree  making  tem¬ 
perance  instruction  obligatory  in  all  the 
public  schools. 

Our  missionary  operations  were  begun 
in  South  America  by  Rev.  John 
Dempster  in  1836,  the  earliest  next  to 
Africa.  Ours  was  the  first  North  Amer¬ 
ican  evangelical  body  to  begin  work  in 
South  America. 

Methodist  Missions  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  Argentina,  Paraguay,  Uruguay, 
Bolivia,  Chile,  Peru  and  Panama. 

Punta  Arenas,  our  “farthest  South” 
Mission  Station,  is  a  busy  shipping  town 
of  12,000  people.  As  a  result  of  revival 
meetings  a  number  of  young  men  from 
the  battalion  of  National  Guards  were 
received  on  probation. 

First  Church,  Santiago,  increased  its 
membership  more  than  twenty  per  cent, 
last  year.  With  the  exception  of  San 
Francisco  this  is  the  most  populous  city 
on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Our  school  at  Santiago  is  recognized 
as  in  the  vanguard  of  education  in  Chile. 
It  has  had  a  most  prosperous  year. 


SOUTH  AMERICA— II 


Methodism  has  fifty  Colleges  and  Uni¬ 
versities  in  the  United  States.  In  all 
Spanish-speaking  South  America  there  is 
lot  one  Christian  educational  institution 
if  college  grade. 


Roman  Catholicism  builds  substantially 
and  on  imposing  locations.  Unless  we 
can  meet  the  standards  of  the  beauty- 
loving  South  Americans  we  shall  be 
seriously  handicapped. 

Our  church  at  Panama  for  Spanish 
work  is  well  located  and  has  the  largest 
congregation  on  the  Isthmus. 

Gabino  Arrandilla,  the  Catholic  priest 
who  was  converted  in  our  Church  at 
Panama  a  year  ago,  has  withstood  the 
entreaties,  threats  and  persecutions  of 
his  former  associates.  He  is  now  licensed 
as  a  local  preacher  and  has  charge  of 
our  Spanish  congregation. 

On  the  last  night  of  the  Chile  Con¬ 
ference  over  thirty  persons  publicly 
sought  Christ  at  an  old-fashioned  altar 
service. 

The  Chile  Conference  has  a  coast  line 
of  nearly  three  thousand  miles. 

The  Bolivia  District  includes  the  whole 
of  the  Republic  of  Bolivia.  It  has  an 
area  equal  to  that  of  Germany,  France, 
the  British  Isles  and  Japan,  with  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut 
thrown  in  to  fill  up  the  corners. 

Our  American  Institute  in  La  Paz, 
with  its  enrollment  of  200  boys,  is  the 
only  school  in  Bolivia  in  which  modern 
forms  of  education  exist.  The  Bolivian 
Government  makes  a  yearly  grant  to 
the  school. 


One  of  our  teachers  at  La  Paz  has  or¬ 
ganized  the  first  Boy  Scout  Patrol  in  the 
Republic  of  Bolivia. 

La  Paz,  the  real  capital  of  Bolivia, 
has  a  population  of  70,000.  It  is  situ¬ 
ated  on  a  great  crater  12,000  feet  above 
sea  level. 

A  gift  of  $25,000  has  enabled  Bishop 
Stuntz  to  project  a  School  of  Commerce 
and  Finance  in  Buenos  Ayres. 

Bishop  Stuntz  holds  Conferences  far¬ 
ther  apart  in  point  of  time  than  the 
Oregon  Conference  is  from  North 
Africa. 

We  are  in  a  new  day  of  mutual  friend¬ 
ship  and  esteem  between  the  United 
States  and  the  South  American  Re¬ 
publics.  The  peace  delegation  at  Niagara 
Falls  is  but  one  indication  of  this  fact. 

Our  chief  hindrance  is  not  Roman 
hostility  but  religious  indifference.  The 
revolt  against  Roman  Catholic  super¬ 
stition,  formalism,  greed  and  immorality 
has  deadened  interest  in  religion. 

There  have  been  over  a  thousand  con¬ 
versions  during  the  past  six  months  in 
our  South  American  Missions. 

We  are  urged  to  enter  a  practically 
untouched  region  of  rich  farming  lands 
comprising  five  territories,  the  smallest 
about  the  size  of  Ohio  and  the  largest 
twice  the  size  of  New  York  State.  But 
funds  and  workers  are  lacking. 

The  reports  of  native  preachers  are 
showing  a  membership  increase  of  from 
twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent. 

An  urgent  call  for  pastors  has  come 
from  two  cities  of  20,000  inhabitants 
each;  but  we  can  only  say  “Wait.” 


A  lamentable  disaster  has  overtaken 
our  work  in  Europe,  in  the  destruction 
of  our  Jerusalem  Church,  in  Copenhagen, 
Denmark.  This  enterprise,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Anton  Bast,  had  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  notable  institutional 
churches  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
Reconstruction  is  already  in  process. 

A  Swiss  Convention  of  Methodist  men  ’ 
was  recently  held  at  Basel  with  800  men 
in  attendance. 

A  gift  of  $40,000  for  headquarters  in 
Grenoble,  is  the  outstanding  feature  of 
material  progress  in  France. 

In  France  there  is  a  renaissance  in 
the  quest  of  the  spiritual.  There  is  a 
recoil  from  rampart  materialism  and  a 
longing  for  higher  things. 

The  German  and  Scandinavian  Meth¬ 
odists  are  becoming  more  and  more  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  force  in  the  religious  life 
of  their  nations;  a  force  that  makes  for 
righteousness  in  individual  and  public 
life.  The  Epworth  League  is  particular¬ 
ly  active  and  effective. 

Hungary  is  to-day  the  strategic  coun¬ 
try  to  influence  the  Slavs  of  the  Bal¬ 
kans.  They  are  found  there  by  tens  of 
thousands.  Adequate  quarters  in  Buda¬ 
pest  have  recently  been  provided  for  by 
a  gift  of  $50,000. 

In  Bulgaria  our  workers  have  stood 
the  test  of  fire,  sword,  earthquake  and 
pestilence.  The  country  is  to-day  more 
receptive  of  the  Gospel  than  ever  before. 
There  exists  every  propitious  condition 
for  a  great  national  revival. 

The  American  Church  is  the  only  one 
that  can  carry  on  work  in  the  various 
European  countries  without  being  looked 
upon  with  suspicion,  lest  under  the  cloak 
of  religion  political  purposes  be  hidden. 


EUROPE 


The  European  Parish  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  covers  work  under  the 
flags  of  three  Empires,  five  Kingdoms, 
and  two  Republics. 

Methodism  in  Europe  comprises  twelve 
Conferences  and  Missions,  with  a  total  of 
73,920  members  and  probationers. 

The  members  and  probationers  in  Eu¬ 
rope  are  distributed  as  follows:  North 
Germany,  14,396 ;  South  Germany,  13,- 
497 ;  Switzerland,  10,234 ;  Austria-Hun¬ 
gary,  837;  Denmark,  4,104;  Sweden,  16,- 
931;  Norway,  6,330;  Italy,  3,515;  France, 
433;  Russia,  453;  Finland,  1,613;  Bul¬ 
garia,  709. 

Religiously  Russia’s  173,000,000  popu¬ 
lation  is  grouped  approximately  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Greek  Orthodox,  130,970,000;  Mo- 
hammedens,  18,743,000;  Roman  Catholics, 
15,430,000;  Protestants,  8,334,000;  Jews, 
6,750,000;  other  Christians,  1,661,000; 
other  non-Christians,  865,000. 

Multitudes  of  Russian  people  have 
never  heard  of  the  New  Testament. 

Our  Russian  Mission  supports  two  day- 
schools  in  China  and  Korea. 

The  Deaconess  Society  in  Europe  com¬ 
prises  over  six  hundred  deaconesses,  with 
fine  hospitals  in  Berlin,  Hamburg, 
Frankfort,  Zurich  and  Basel.  They  have 
received  municipal  recognition  and  high 
praise  from  the  public. 

A  site  on  Saint  Mario  Hill  for  the 
new  Bo3^s’  School  has  been  secured,  over¬ 
looking  the  Vatican,  and  the  whole  city. 
The  property  was  formerly  owned  by  the 
Vatican. 


MEXICO 


Mexico  has  a  population  of  16,000,000. 
Forty-three  per  cent,  are  Indians  and 
thirty-eight  per  cent,  are  of  mixed  blood. 

The  country  has  an  area  of  767,326 
square  miles;  about  equal  to  our  country 
East  of  the  Mississippi. 

Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  Mexicans  are 
illiterate.  Their  spiritual  destitution  is 
just  as  acute,  and  this  after  400  years 
of  Roman  Catholic  predominance. 

Thirty  per  cent,  of  the  registered 
births  are  illegitimate,  and  many  are 
never  registered.  . 

The  circulation  of  the  Bible  is  still 
prohibited  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  only  Bible  ever  printed  in 
Mexico  cost  $150  a  copy. 

A  special  missioner  from  Rome  made 
the  following  confession;  “The  Mexicans 
are  not  Christians.  To  them  the  Virgin 
of  Guadalupe  comes  first,  Hidalgo 
second,  and  Jesus  Christ  third.”  That 
from  a  papal  representative. 

Our  Mission  in  Mexico  was  founded  in 
1873  by  Dr.  William  Butler,  who  also 
founded  our  Mission  in  India.  His  son, 
Dr.  John  W.  Butler,  is  now  the  senior 
missionary. 

Our  work  is  well  established  in  the 
national  capital  and  in  six  state  capitals. 
Our  communicants  now  number  7,190 
and  14,000  adherents,  which  gives  us  a 
Methodist  family  of  over  21,000. 

Our  building  in  Mexico  City  is  a  part 
of  the  first  convent  built  on  the  Ameri- 


can  continent.  At  Puebla,  we  own  the 
building  in  which  the  diabolical  “Inqui¬ 
sition”  formerly  carried  on  its  work  of 
repression. 

The  Board  has  but  nine  men  in  the 
field  as  against  twenty-five  imperatively 
needed.  In  each  of  the  six  conference 
districts  are  large  evangelistic  circuits  of 
great  promise. 

At  one  place  our  native  pastor  was 
imprisoned  on  false  charges.  During 
the  forty  days  in  jail  he  had  more  than 
seventy  fellow-prisoners  reading  tracts 
and  the  New  Testament,  and  won  some 
to  Christ. 

We  have  a  Theological  School,  three 
Normal  Schools,  one  Industrial  School, 
five  Boarding  and  fifty-four  Day  Schools, 
in  all  of  which  4,617  pupils  were  enrolled 
this  year. 

During  a  recent  300-mile  trip  Dr. 
Butler  visited  fifteen  places  where  new 
work  may  be  established  to  advantage. 
No  Protestant  work  is  being  done  there. 

In  several  places  the  people  have 
promised  to  erect  a  building  for  school 
and  church  purposes  and  pay  half  or 
more  of  the  teacher’s  salary  if  we  will 
only  send  someone  to  conduct  the  school. 

Through  all  these  troublous  days  the 
Mexican  preachers  continue  their  ser¬ 
vices  which  are  more  largely  attended 
than  usual. 

Dr.  Butler  says  “When  the  present 
upheaval  quiets  down  I  believe  there  will 
be  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  our 
Church  in  Mexico.  Our  educational,  in¬ 
dustrial,  medical,  publishing  and  evan¬ 
gelistic  work  must  be  ready  to  meet  this 
forward  movement  when  it  comes.” 


INVESTMENTS 


The  PARISH-ABROAD  plan  enables 
Churches,  Sunday  Schools,  Epworth 
Leagues  and  individuals  to  invest  their 
missionary  gifts,  whether  large  or  small, 
so  as  to  link  the  local  church  with  a 
particular  field  and  a  definite  task.  It 
gives  the  personal  touch,  assures  intelli¬ 
gent  and  prayerful  giving,  and  brings 
the  church  to  higher  standards  of  finan¬ 
cial  response.  The  gifts  from  the 
Church,  Sunday  School,  Epworth  League 
and  “Special  Gifts,”  can  thus  be  unified 
and  concentrated  upon  a  definite  part 
of  our  World  Parish.  All  funds  contrib¬ 
uted  under  this  plan  can  be  credited  on 
the  apportionment. 

An  ANNUITY  BOND  from  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  assures  freedom 
from  administrative  cares;  a  generous 
rate  of  interest;  a  regular  and  secure 
income  for  life.  The  residue  of  the  es¬ 
tate  is  invested  in  the  furtherance  of 
Christ’s  Kingdom  in  foreign  lands. 

A  BEQUEST  to  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  constitutes  a  living  and  per¬ 
petual  memorial.  It  enables  the  donor 
to  continue  his  work  and  influence  until 
the  Kingdom  of  God  shall  be  establislieil 
throughout  the  world. 

We  shall  greatly  appreciate  the  co¬ 
operation  of  Pastors  in  securing  the 
above  forms  of  income  for  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  address  The  Corresponding  Secre- 
I’ARiEs,  Boaud  of  Foreign  Missions,  150 
Firrii  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


QUESTIONS 


After  carefully  reading  these 
“Talking  Points,”  will  you  kindly 
drop  us  a  line  to  say  whether  or 
not  you  think  the  data  will  prove 
helpful  to  you? 

What  improvements  or  modifi¬ 
cations  would  you  suggest? 

What  type  of  missionary  litera¬ 
ture  is  most  needed  just  now  for 
the  personal  use  of  Pastors? 

What  type  of  missionary  litera¬ 
ture  do  you  think  is  needed  for 
distribution  among  the  people? 

What  do  you  consider  to  be  the 
most  effective  means  of  providing 
missionary  education  for  young 
people? 

An  announcement  will  be  mailed 
to  you  about  September  1st  re¬ 
garding  the  Church-wide  Educa¬ 
tional  Campaign  for  the  Fall  and 
Winter,  on  the  theme,  “The  So¬ 
cial  Force  of  Christian  Missions.” 
It  will  interest  you. 


